
THE STRAW THAT BROKE THE 
CAMEL’S BACK





WE ARE NOT ALONE!



IDEA WHO’S TIME HAS COME



WHY STRAWS?



POLYSTYRENE BAN

• 1992: VOLUNTARY POLYSTYRENE BAN

• 2008: ENVIRONMENTALLY ACCEPTABLE                                
FOOD PACKAGING ORDINANCE 

• 2012: EXPANDED ORDINANCE TO BAN THE SALE OF POLYSTYRENE 
ITEMS INCLUDING PLATES, CUPS AND COOLERS I

• 2017: ALL DISPOSABLE SERVICE WARE MUST NOW BE 
BIODEGRADABLE, COMPOSTABLE AND/OR RECYCLABLE IN THE CITY’S 
RECYCLING PROGRAM INCLUDING LIDS, STRAWS, CUTLERY.



LITTER IMPACTS TO CITY SERVICES



PUBLIC CAMPAIGNS 
& PROGRAMS



LEARN FROM THE BEST

Glacier Bay National Park

Grand Canyon National Park



MONTEREY BAY NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY



CURRENT LOCAL ORDINANCE & SUSTAINABILITY 
PRACTICES TO ADDRESS DISPOSABLES

• 2014: THE LAST PLASTIC STRAW MOVEMENT BEGAN IN SANTA CRUZ

• 2017: CITY AND COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ AND CITY OF CAPITOLA STRENGTHENED 
PACKAGING ORDINANCES TO INCLUDE CUTLERY, LIDS AND STRAWS

• 2017: CARMEL BANS PLASTIC CUTLERY AND STRAWS.  BAN WILL BE PHASED IN DURING 2018 
STARTING WITH ‘STRAWS UPON REQUEST’

• 2017: CITY ON MONTEREY: NO STRAW NOVEMBER CAMPAIGN

• 2017:  MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM CO-FOUNDED AN INITIATIVE, ALONG WITH 19 OTHER 
AQUARIUMS – TO ELIMINATE THE USE OF DISPOSABLE PLASTICS INCLUDING WATER BOTTLES, 
PLASTICS BAGS, CUTLERY AND STRAWS IN THEIR FACILITIES.



MORE WORK TO BE DONE



Mary Simmons
Waste Reduction Program Manager
msimmons@cityofsantacruz.com
831-420-5591
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