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direct fishery for spotted ratfish, they are commonly caught .
incidentally by commercial and recreational fishermen. Therefore, Hard Substrate Soft Substrate Mixed Substrate
bycatch mortality presents a significant concern. Understanding
habitat associations of spotted ratfish can help inform strategies for
the successful management of the species.

Research Question
Where do spotted ratfish occur within the Monterey Bay National

Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS) and with what habitat types do they
associate?
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What’s next?

The second phase of this study will explore the relationship between size and ontogenetic stage of
spotted ratfish and habitat type. Juveniles and adults may utilize different habitats. Sizing lasers (10cm
apart) mounted on the ROV and towed camera sled will be used to measure spotted ratfish total body
length. In addition, standardizing observations of spotted ratfish per study site based on surveyed
habitats may reveal a clearer understanding of spotted ratfish habitat associations.




