Sanctuary
Beach COMBERS

(Coastal Ocean Mammal/Bird Education and Research Surveys)

Volunteer Surveys
1997 to 2007
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Beach COMBERS
Program Goals

e Obtain baseline information on rates of deposition
of beachcast birds and mammals

e Assess causes of seabird and marine mammal
mortality

e Assess abundance of tar balls on beaches

e Assist resource management agencies in early
detection of mortality events, both natural and
anthropogenic

* Build a network of interacting citizens, scientists,
and resource managers

e Disseminate information to the public and
educational institutions



* Volunteer training

* Surveys for beachcast organlsmsand‘
tar patches
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 Interactions among volunteers,
academics, and agency staff
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Over the first 11 years:
205 Trained Volunteers
contribute 17,117 hours
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Analyses
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Analyses

1 B Other species

0 Porpoise

B E. seal

B Sea Olter

0 Harbor seal

0 Sea Lion

1997 1698 1699 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
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Analyses
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Analyses
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M Fishery interaction

® Envrionmental conditions
m Single-species event

® Harmful Algal Bloom
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Conclusion

* Inexpensive, effective monitoring program

» Effective citizen scientists

* Events occur almost annually

* Natural versus human caused events result
in different management responses

* Unique interagency coordination

 Highlighted as a critical priority of the Cosco
Busan oil spilll

* No more ONMS funding
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Questions?
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