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(B Home Page ACSF: Protecting the Heritage & Economic Value of Fishing for California
Coastal Communities
B sbout Us "Connecting Fishermen with their Communities”
The ACSF was formed to allow for an organized community
B} ACSF News & Events voice for fishing and fisheries in response to current and

future state and federal legislation that affects fishing,
fisheries, and attendant coastal and marine environments. We
will also expand our areas of interest to include a wide body of
! constituents’ needs, specifically: all people who fish, all

[EP ACSF Archives public or private agencies with an interest in fishing, all non-
profit marine protection agencies, and any persons with an
interest in fishing, preservation of traditional fishing culture
and coastal and marine conservation.




The MISSION of the ACSF is as follows:
The Alliance of Communities for Sustainable
Fisheries advocates for the heritage and
economic value of fishing to California
Coastal Communities. To preserve and
enhance that value, the Alliance offers a
broadly representative educational and
promotional voice for waterfront
communities to work constructively with
interested agencies, individuals, and other
marine protection organizations in order to
ascertain and guarantee that:

(1) the best and most current oceanographic,
socio-economic, and fisheries science 1s

accurately compiled;

(2) this science is readily available to the public
for use in crafting and

promoting public policy;

(3) the linkage between healthy sustainable
fisheries, marine conservation, and coastal
communities is firmly established in the public
mind.



SUPPORTING ASSOCIATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS:
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’ s Association
Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’ s Association
Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’ s Association
Monterey Commercial Fishermen’ s Association
Fishermen’ s Association of Moss Landing

Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’ s Marketing Association
Half Moon Bay Fishermen’ s Marketing Association
Fishermen’ s Alliance

Western Fishboat Owners Association

Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’ s Association
Federation of Independent Seafood Harvesters
Golden Gate Fishermen's Association

Port San Luis Harbor District

City of Morro Bay Harbor

City of Monterey Harbor

Moss Landing Harbor District

Santa Cruz Port District

Pillar Pt. Harbor, San Mateo County Harbor District



2013 Board of Directors
Port San Luis Commercial Fishing Association - Bill Ward, Director

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association - Tom Hafer,
President

Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association - Mike Rickets, President
Moss Landing Commercial Fishermen’s Association - Tom Hart, President

Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association - Mike Hubbell,
President

Half Moon Bay Commercial Fishermen’ s Association - Jimmy Anderson,
temporary

People United for American Commercial Fishermen - Jiri Nozicka, President

Golden Gate Fishing Association - Roger Thomas, President
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Thank you for visiting our wcbsltc taday - Deccember 5, 2013

Alliance of Communitias for Sustainable Ficharlas filac Scoping Commants In o sitlon to thae National
< i Q 0 dari of H A and arde 3 -~

ncl g ntend xpand the Coun = of D w0

Hoticnal M . :

The Califerniz =isheries Cealition includes 27 rccrzational and commercia
fishng azsociations and tusineszcs. Wwe have participated in 2l aspects
of the Marine Life Protection Act (M_FA) Indative proccss since Fal
2001. ‘Wz have invested burcredz of hours To attend meetrgs, anayze
options, map key “shing grourcs, and develop a recemmended netwerk
of ccrnral coast Marrc Mrotccted Arcaz (MPAS).

CALIFORNIA . . .

FISHERIES ©Curobjective is to sce a full and Ealanced implemenzation ¢ the MLPA.

COALITION This Actszoks to protect dwersity of marine life arc "help suztin,

o
conscrve and protect” marine populations. It requrzs meritodng and
adaotive managemant of M™4s, 1T is not ntended to duplcate pro-cexizing comorchensve
orotccdons that have been in place or the cccan for many yeoar:.

To ignore the signfcant conservater oencfits of cxisting regu adons will unfairly punish citizzns
cngaged in lzga’ activitics. Respectcc marnc scientsts nave found that ncw MPAZ, proposcd for
adoption, provice little additional conscrvateor valuc. However, certain cltematives have

aon-

’ ' r " dewvaztating cests to thousand: of harc werking “ishermen, mall fish processing ducinesses,
, ‘I recrcateral fshing businczses, reztaurant workens, and local coastal communitics.

!
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Home Our Fisheries - Fisherinen - Find Loeal Sealood - Reluted Links Qulreach

Support Your Local I'ishermen!

The Faces ol California Fishing shaces the real Life stories aad peopls behiod California's Oshing
vormunumlies. You ean supporl their work, aad Lhe loeal sconoiny, by choosing high yualily,
sustlainably harvested, dalicious Calilormia-caught seafvod. This sile van help you leacn aboul

sealood, Oshing. and whers W buy local seafood.
Do vou know where your seafood comes from?

Over 85% of the vealvod we consuine in the US is imported,

Far:ning practives in olher vounloies ollen use pesticides; antibioties and horinones thal are llegal
i e TS,

Ouly 2% of szalvod impuorls are inspecled by Ue FDA

Forum Conlacl Us

Iind a
IFisherman
(by Spevies Lhey
Catch)

Albacore Tuna
Anchowvies

Cabezon

Crab

Hayfish

Halibut

Hermring




Home Our Fisheries - Fisherinen - Find Loeal Sealood - Related Links Qulreach Forum Conlacl Us

Meet Mike Ricketts

Mike Rieketts grew up on the eoast, and was always around the occan. He was about ve years old when

hec began sport fishing. Aftor high sehool, he spont a few years in the Marine Corps (1954-57) and then

turncd to working with heavy eguipment.

Twenty years later, Rieketts was a contractor, but his sport fishing hobby had progressed to part-time
commereial fishing, He was spending his summers fishing salmon on his small fiberglass F/V Kamano,
and trying to fit his contracting work into the wintor months. Although the long days and dry weathor of
summer werce botter suited to contracting, Mike was having a lot morc fun fishing. Finally in the mid-
1980s he bought the F/V Seca Hawk and began fishing full timc.

fishormen/centra coast fshermen




| People United

FiAmensanonmercial Fisheries

infa@ouact com

Welcome to onr site

Who are we?

vuhuwe 4

Festva 50117 We arz a volmtary group coasisting of fishermen, scientists. local cormrunity leadars and

I 13w1o help citizens who share the same concern; the future of our commercial fshing industry and tha

I comrmmurites closely and kistorically tiad to fchno.

Contacs Historicaly, the commcercial fishing industry hes beea thic cagine of the communitics on the

SpLnsuls ccrtral coest of Calffornia. The sardines, squid, salmon, rock coc, sand debs, solc, crab...
- i and other fisk had susteincd thousands of jobs oa our coast for most of the 20th

FicHanuson ccnhr_..'. Now w2 qc facing vory gray timcs i our industrics end maybz cvon a less colorful

futurc hopchuly nof).
Fhctc's
Hal bt Stucy We wonld Tke to provide the opparfonty for anvons wha wonld Tke to h=lp onr

e S fisherm=n and w= wonld al<o like *a pravid= information abont fishing, fish=rmwen_ hoats and
? w v r c "‘ o cormmnities (e main goal is fa edocate the gensral pmblic 2hont th= issnes and
4 - ﬂa ‘ challeng=s< each of our tishenies faces  We wonls Tke to prorade an open tormm for those
5. N ‘ who are concemed abont these issnes ard a real connection hetween Fhe fishing commendy
) and the seneral public. We helieve that  we get nnib=d w= will ke able to hring hope to oor
foture zenerations of fishermen an ovor coast and in America

Please supporl vow Jocal end ol Ameticen Sshetren and joi us.

Sile Mau




Carmel River Steelhead Assaciation

Henine: Nemwrx v Plukax Rexemnoex v Jomn CRSA Comlanclx 1 exgin -

-

The mission of the Carmel River Steelhead Association is to resinu"f z

Welcome to the CRSA V

The misslon of the Czrme Rver Stealneac Assoc atlen (CSRA) IS tha resteralion anc conservation of the steelhead Ishary on
the Canme Rveranc lts watershed Tha orimary gea’ Is 1o retumn the Carme Rver watershed tc =5 naturzl 3 state as possible so
that twill mzirtzir 2n annuzl run of aduit stealneac In excess ¢f 2,0C0 ish. Cna axtemely ‘mpcrtant annua grojec:is the rescus
ofIrganings In the lower river and tibutar és 3s water dries Lp Ir the summer. Fortha 'ast23 yaars CRSAmMemLers have
volunteered ar sverace 07 £00 nours Der year anc rascaed agpprodmataly 12,000 voun] staelhezd par vezr. These tinyrsn are
putintha 'agoor cr areas ofthe rivar whare there 1S 3 thance for sunvivzl. This vezr voluntesrs nave rescuad over T 500 yourg
steslhead Tom Justthe tricutarles.

$noc s runcing ir 1974 tie CREA has accomplished much to denchi the native stoelhead ot the Cammel Sver.

Other than fish rescues, some of CRSA’s accomplishments ore:

Consbuclad a Fshadder and Lap zllowrng he sansporl of adull slzelhezd oz Lus Ped es Dam inuedsing spawning hizb L= by 50% due Lo aboys

darn geeess

Parlivipaed n a soceess’u adninisbaive bearing loeguire Cal-Arm o parmp less waler o Uie Carrel Vallzy 8luya Ground-walzr Basin lhersby
inureasing rivar low fon fish and ohar spedes,

Counsbuclad a Fshrearing Macilily W oparzle @ caplive biood-siock orograr duiing e docgilyears 1937 10 1991 This program ensbled he CRSA o
release 300,000 uvznilz slzelhead inlu the Carrmel River during & 4-p2an period aller the drouch. ended.

I oailre ship wilb Cal fumia Siale Parks and Cel-8rr Waler, CRSA repared the “Odello Wesl Pump” W provide supalzmenalal waler fur e lzgoon.

SaccessTuly negolaed wil Cal-Arn Walzr and MPWND roivirwim Now reguirzimenls befoe ecess winlen walsn wilhcrawa s can be made

L conserve, and prolect the Steelhead Habitat of the Carmel River Watershed.

Become a CRSA Member

Mambarchp Ir the Assocaricn Is cpan to all Interasted
Fe"SCN3 Upor payng annual cuss of 525. Dues are Lsad to
Frovidec mempoers with updates =nd cuIren: events. Tne Ci

Is aregistared 537 (c)(3) ronprot. 100% of your dcnaton Joes

to praser/n3 tha Zarmel River and protacting Natve Steelnead.

Board meellngs sre the third Thursday of e/zry monih st the C.armel

Arer Wak'eenealer INS'tic S fuvmicd 1o 24 7o

Fish Rescues are every Wiednasday at 3 pm and Saturday a1 7:33 am.
Ml 2 an'ives nn Car el WnlNey Rroad Dol sivswal! i
instructions.

Fezxxiws o8 CRSA rivrafuer sral resaeiue o (ree reewsde'fer

San Clemente Dam Removal Fact Shee!. Read More

SUplue gaved rom muddy ho'e durivg th'e yeare réecuse. Read
Moz




PEER REVIEW

CALIFORNIA MARINE LIFE
PROTECTION ACT (MLPA)
SCIENCE ADVICE
AND MPA NETWORK PROPOSALS

Ray Hilborm, PhD
Richard Parrish, PhD
Car J. Walters, BRD

May 25, 2006

Comnissioned by.
Califorria Fisheries Coalition
1€21 B Thirleenth Street

Sacramento, CA 95374
(916) 444-8194




PEER REVIEW

Ecotrust MLFPAI Products

Bonniz J. McCay, Ph.D.
Caroline Pomeroy, Fh.D.
Kevia 51, Martmin, I'h.D.

Coorcinated by Barkara L. E. Walker, Ph.D.

July 31, 2006

Commissioned by

California Fisherias Coalition.
an 2d hoe committee of the Alliznce o Commuinities for Sustaingble Fisheries
(CFC/ACSF)
1621 B Thisteerth Straet
Sacezmento, CA 935814
(916) 444-819%4
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A REVIEW OF TRADITIONAL AND ECOSYSTEM-BASED FISHERY MANAGEMENT
IN THE MONTEREY BAY NATIONAL MARINE SANCTURARY

Richard H. Parrish

ABSTRACT

The MBNMS study area appears to be heavily protected from overfishing and the many
layers of regulations from the different management agencies prevent a large number of
exploitable species from being fished at any appreciable level. This is particularly true of
species in soft bottom areas of the nearshore and shelf habitats, the shelf break habitat, the
deep slope habitat and the rise habitat. In federal waters a small number of species are
presently being fished at moderate to optimum exploitation levels and the few species that
were overfished in the past are now in rebuilding plans and their habitat has been heavily
protected by the Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA). The most recent available landings
(2006) show that the ports in or near the MBNMS have had large to extreme declines in the
value of their landings over the previous 10 years. These most recent declines are primarily
due to increased management measures (e.g., reduced catch limits and the RCA), in response
to earlier stock declines. and do not reflect continuing declines of these species, especially the
dominant exploited species. Numerous stock assessments show that the populations are
responding to these management measures with total groundfish biomass rising substantially
since about 1999. Thus management measures made prior to the establishment of the many
MPASs in the MBNMS study area is preserving and enhancing ecosystem function and
biodiversity. The ports of Santa Cruz, Monterey and Morro Bay are presently in severe
decline and the loss of fishing infrastructure is a real threat to the fishing industry in these
ports. Further declines in the value of the fisheries in the study area should be expected due to
the very extensive areas protected by the federal MPAs, state MPAs and state waters trawl
closures since 2006 (i.e. 62% of the total study area). It appears that the several agencies that
have designated areas in the MBNMS as MPAs have acted in an un-coordinated manner
resulting in the present situation with 64% of the MBNMS study area in MPAs, no analyses
of the combined affects of MPAs and previous management actions, and no coherent overall
strategy or goal.

INTRODUCTION

This section of the report is centered on the description of the present regulatory mechanisms
that protect living marine resources and the present status and trends of these resources in
relation to achieving overall ecosystem health, habitat protection, and sustainable resources
including fished species. This analysis will show that many of the habitats in the study area
have an array of permanent protective regulations in place to protect benthic organisms and
the habitats themselves, and effectively prohibit the harvest most of their resident species. A
number of species have been heavily exploited in the past are currently in a rebuilding status
with most fishing gear excluded from the depleted species core habitat. These exclusions are
resulting in greatly reduced landings of other species that share the depleted species” habitat.
These spatial closures have not been declared permanent. and are expected to be lifted when
the resources sufficiently recover. following the principle of “adaptive management™
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Alternative Analysis of the Need for Additional MPAs within the MBNMS

Socio-Economic Chapter

A Report to the Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries (ACSF)

by

Barbara L. E. Walker, Ph.D.
Institute for Social, Behavioral, and Economic Research
University of California at Santa Barbara

October 15, 2007
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Consideration of Sanctuary Research Needs with Respect to Existing MPAs
Sitwated in the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

Pmpmml for
Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries

256 Tigueroa #1
Monterey, California 93940

Dy

Tom Jagielo, Consulting

Septerber 16,2010
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NATIONWIDE SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION ON THE
MANAGEMENT OF OCEAN RESOURCES

HATE®Y
q;" Conducted for the Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries

by Responsive Management

2009
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MONTEREY BAY AREA RESIDENTS’ OPINIONS ON
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE MONTEREY BAY
NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

Conducted for the Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries

by Responsive Management



CALIFORNIA TOURISM AND FISHING
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

Conducted for the Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries

by Responsive Management

2008




Agendaliem 1.1 e
Attachmert 4
Jurc 2008

Responsive Management

L8
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COASTAL FISHERIES AND THEIR MANAGEMENT

Conducted for the Alliance of Communities for Sustainahle Fisheries
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2007




Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries
256 Figueroa Street #1, Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 373-5238

www.alliancefisheries.com

October 9, 2013

Ms. Dorothy Lowman, Chair

Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite101
Portland, OR 97220-1384

RE: General Comments about Groundfish EFH Proposals
Chair Lowman and Council Members,

The Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries (ACSF) is a twelve-year old 501-¢-3 not-
for-profit educational organization, founded for the purposes of connecting fishermen with their
communities, and to represent fishing interests in state and federal processes. The ACSF is a

regional organization, with commercial fishing leader representatives from Port San Luis, and
Monterey, Moss Landing, Santa Cruz, and Pillar Point harbors on our Board of Directors. Port
communities and several recreational fishing organizations also are represented on our Board.
The mission statement of the ACSF is “Connecting Fishermen with their Communities”. The
ACSF represents a large cross-section of fishing and community interests for the central coast
of California.

The ACSF has previously expressed its support for the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary (MBNMS) proposal for modifications to the trawl groundfish EFH boundaries within
the Sanctuary. In this proposal, new boundaries were recommended to better capture some
areas of high coral abundance, while also allowing for increased fishing opportunities in other
areas. The MBNMS collaborated with fishermen, and also several NGO’s in developing its EFH
recommendations. Economic information was provided regarding the effects of this proposal.
We believe, therefore, that the Sanctuary’s proposal balances environmental, social, and
economic considerations, and stands apart from most of the other west coast groundfish EFH
proposals.

The Eel River and Environmental Defense Fund proposals both also stand out as being the
result of discussions with affected fishermen. The Eel River proposal also contained a study of
the habitat requested to be reopened. It is unclear whether or not other conservation groups
support this proposal. The Environmental Defense Fund has proposed a gear modification that
is the result of its collaboration with bottom trawl fishermen. Both the NGO and fishermen
believe this change will improve the overall environmental performance of the gear.

Regarding five other proposals for groundfish EFH modifications, the ACSF notes that the views
and needs of affected fishermen, and their communities, do not appear to have been
addressed. In the case of the Olympic Coast NMS, that Sanctuary’s management never even




sought the “advice” of its own Sanctuary Advisory Council (SAC) before it submitted its
proposal. More importantly, consultation with the Tribes does not appear to have been finalized.
For the Gulf of the Farralones NMS, that Sanctuary’s proposal was presented to its SAC for
comment, but the SAC did not endorse the proposal, as it was felt by the majority of the SAC
that sufficient outreach to affected fishermen had not occurred.

In the case of the several NGO proposals (Oceana/NRDC, MCI, GreenPeace), no real
engagement with fishermen occurred, nor was there consuitation with community leaders for the
effects new closures-- and potential reduced groundfish landings— might have on those
communities. Moreover, given the large scope of these NGO-proposed closures, it might be
expected that some metric of improvement for the success of groundfish would be provided: it is
not.

The ACSF respectfully points out that an ecosystem approach to the management (EBM) of
ocean resources necessarily includes human needs. It is our observation that too often ocean
advocates directly equate EBM with increased protection, including from trawling or fixed gear
impacts. We also note that the EFH proposal guidelines include such questions as

--What is the displacement or loss of revenue from fishing?

--Has there been collaboration with affected fishermen and communities to identify
socioeconomic costs and benefits?

A number of the proposals make no apparent attempt to address these questions. Certainly
human needs and socioeconomic considerations are not the only factors in evaluating these
EFH proposals. We suggest, however, that they are now relatively more important considering
(among other factors) the recruitment success that nearly all species of groundfish are now
experiencing. There do not appear to be strong quantitative reasons why large amounts of
additional groundfish EFH closures are needed, though there may be qualitative reasons to
protect certain discreet areas.

Thank you for considering these comments.

:7’%«;\\\ \’9&3%; _w,/éAi\ é\'\[\\gf’ T

Kathy Fosmark Frank Emerson

Co-Chair Co-Chair

Supporting Associations & Organizations:

Ventura County Commercial Fishermen’s Association




Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association
Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association
Monterey Commercial Fishermen’s Association
Fishermen’s Association of Moss Landing
Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Half Moon Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Western Fishboat Owners Association
West Coast Seafood Processors Association
Federation of Independent Seafood Harvesters
Golden Gate Fishermen's Association
California Fisheries Coalition
California Wetfish Producers Association
Recreational Fishing Alliance
Carmel River Steelhead Association
Port San Luis Harbor District

City of Morro Bay Harbor

City of Monterey Harbor
Moss Landing Harbor District
Santa Cruz Port District

Pillar Pt. Harbor, San Mateo County Harbor District
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