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California Ocean Science Trust 

Building bridges constructed of  our independence, 
integrity, and knowledge that link science with policy for 

informed ocean resource management.  



Central Coast monitoring: A quick recap… 



Understanding our starting point 

Setting a benchmark of  ecological and socioeconomic 
conditions through baseline monitoring 

Central Coast MPA Baseline Program 



Initial results are encouraging… 

Central Coast MPAs are on track 
 
 
 
 
 

• Some species (e.g., abalone, lingcod) have demonstrated 
early increases in size and abundance 

• Fishing opportunities continue in a diversified economy 



…and extend beyond the science 

New partnerships and collaborations to steward 
the network 

State of the  
CALIFORNIA  
Central Coast 



… informed MPA management 

Recommendations from 
DFW to the Fish and Game 
Commission: 
• Ongoing monitoring 
• Enforcement 
• Outreach and education 



What’s next… 



Step 1. Updating the monitoring plan 

• Draw on knowledge from 
baseline monitoring 

• Apply monitoring 
framework 

• Reflect management 
priorities 



Applying the monitoring framework 

 



Reflecting priorities 

• Focusing on management 
needs 

• Reflecting stakeholder 
priorities 

• Applying the best-available 
science 

 



Step 2. Survey existing programs 

• Leverage existing 
capacity 

• Understand 
interest 

• Identify gaps 
• Shape resource 

needs 



Step 3. Build a monitoring program 

• Solicit project 
proposals through 
RFP 

• Identify monitoring 
contracts through 
RFQs 

• Engage in data 
sharing and analysis 
partnerships 

 



Beyond monitoring… 



Partnerships to implement MLPA… 

• Participate in the California Citizen Science Initiative 

• Join an MPA Watch Program 

• Find out more about the Partnership Plan being 
developed by the Ocean Protection Council: opc.ca.gov  

• Get involved in a local MPA Community Collaborative 

• Learn about California’s MPA education, management 
and enforcement: dfg.ca.gov/marine/mpa     

http://www.opc.ca.gov/
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/mpa


‘Putting the MPAs to work’ 

Together we can realize the value in our investment 

Climate change :: Ocean acidification :: Fisheries management 
Intergovernmental relationships  ::  Co-management 



Thank you! 
 

Liz Whiteman, California Ocean Science Trust 
liz.whiteman@calost.org  



A new monitoring community formed 
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